
Custom Tools – Creating A Dynamic Angle Measure 
The purpose of this activity is to learn how to create a custom tool that can be used on any sketch. 

 Create an angle using the line segment tool 

as shown at the right. 

 

 Using the Selection Arrow, select the vertex 

of your angle.   

      Then, select Transform | Translate 

 
 Make sure Polar is checked and  

Fixed Distance = 1. 0 cm 

Fixed Angle = 90º 

Then, press the button Translate. 

 

 

 

 Using the circle tool, create a circle that is 

centered at the vertex and is connected to 

the newly created point by the translation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Select the angle by clicking on the three 

points that defines the angle in order. Then, 

select Construct | Angle Bisector. 
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You must select the points 
in the order shown to 

select the angle. 

p.1 M. Winking (email:wiseone@mindspring.com) 



 Using the selection tool click on the 

intersection of the angle bisector and the 

circle as shown at the right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Using the selection tool, select all of the 

shapes and points except the two original 

segments, their endpoints,  and the newly 

created intersection point.  Then, select 

Display | Hide Objects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Again, select the angle by clicking on the 

three points that defines the angle in order. 

Then, select Measure | Angle. You may 

wish to change the font size at this point of 

the measurement to about 9 to 12.  To do 

this, show the text palette by selecting 

Display | Show Text Palette.  Highlight the 

measurement and change the font size at the 

bottom of the window using the Text Palette. 

 

 

 

Click here with the 
selection tool to create 

the intersection.. 
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 Select the new measurement and the point 

that is in the interior of the angle.  With 

those objects selected, hold down shift and 

select Edit | Merge Text to Point . ( This 

option can only be seen if you are holding 

shift down while selecting the Edit menu). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Highlight the point interior to the angle and 

the measurement at the top.   

Select  Display | Hide Objects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Next, select Edit | Select All.  Then, click and 

hold down on the Custom Tool Button, , 

and select Create new Tool… 

 

 A New Tool window will appear. Change 

the name of the tool to “Angle Measure” 

and press  OK  .  

 
 Now experiment with your new tool.  

Select your new tool by clicking and 

holding down the custom tool button.  

Then, click any 3 points in a sketch to 

recreate the interior angle measure. 

 

 

This menu option only appears 
if SHIFT is being held down on 

the keyboard. 
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